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DASAKAM 45
BALAKREEDA--KRISHNA’S CHILDHOOD PRANKS

Thereafter, the poet describes the playful activities of the Lord and Balarama

which have captivated the whole world. This dasakam is based on Bhag X-8,
slokas 21 to 31.

D4551 T IS R 0T-STH-T4R:
TohATT TSI ot Sawt |
Tfeser-TRUT-Falt - HeR- Tore-
SAT-F]oh- AT IRGHTERT | IR 11

Ayi Sabala Murarée Pani-janu-pracaraih
Ki 'map/ Bhavana- bhégén Bhﬁsa yanz‘au Bhavantau.

Fart -

Srava(za kuz‘uka—bha/au Cératuscaruvégat.. 1..

Y- 3 I R Il I-SIH-9=: Jaq-9rT AT sl

TfSd-TROT-h q’%—*—lé\li-ﬁl%l-w—@g%‘-ﬂﬂl ST =1e AXG: 1R 1
Meaning:

S ip) g | HTQ‘! “O Lord, companion of Balarama! O Slayer of Mura!
Y=l oIl You two, adorning
W—W%ﬁﬁ every place in the house in an indescribable manner
‘I{TFUT-GI'@-W: by movements using your hands and knees (on all fours)
qr@q -TLUT-hF[ | and moving lotus-like feet,

H3- TSI T being eager to hear the tinkling sound of the charming
AJUT-choh- Gl anklets,

TX: S 1% | moved about swiftly with charming agility.”

Commentary D4551

“O Lord! You and Your elder brother Balarama started moving about on all fours
in all places in the Nandagopa household. Your movements became an adornment
to the entire Nanda home. Though there were many splendorous ornamental
things in that house, they exuded only limited splendour. But Your very beautiful
movements gave an indescribable charm to that house. Whilst moving about on
all fours, Your divine feet looked like lotus flowers swaying very beautifully in the
breeze, the anklets adorning them producing tinkling sounds which were highly
pleasing to the ears. Owing to the eagerness to listen to those sounds, You two
started moving about quickly on all fours and playing without pause.’
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D4552 T3 75 Toeamat SfRasgamt
TRA-UTTA-h2N T2 - UTRTesT-33M |
-5 - S-S TS R UTTEht

AfcretaR: Teat PO 1R 1|

Mrdu Mradu Vihasantav-unmisad-dantavantau
Vadana-patita-keSau Drsya-padabja-desau.
Bhujagalitakaranta-Vyagalat-Karikanarikau
Matim-aharatam-uccaih Pasyatam Visva-nfnam..2..

-5 5 Toeal SFINq-gaaml aga-utaa-hall Z2d-RTesT-33ll -
s T- ST -Sh g g eh! (JaT) T2 fasagom wid 33: 37w
1R 11

Meaning:

T3 13 ]%l%ﬂr_rﬁ “Beaming with gentle smiles

5|(-\4-|u| q-Fel=l revealing the sparkling teeth,

qqq-qi\qq-chqu with hair falling on the face

Z2d-JIelss]-g2ll | with the soles of the beautiful lotus feet, clearly visible
(by reason of Your moving about on all fours),

HH—TI%FT-W- marked by bracelets that got loosened from the arms
NS A-hShUlSh[ | and had come to rest on the wrists,

(ﬂaT) 3= 3TeYd Tfd | You both very much captivated the hearts

SRR f«‘:m-!uuq\l of the entire host of onlookers !”

Commentary D45S52

“O Lord! While thus moving around on all fours, You both were beaming with
gentle smiles from time to time possibly due to having noticed some attractive
object or other or may be due to child-like joy. At that time the rows of teeth
(though teeth were few in number) shone very bewitchingly like jasmine buds
and shed light like the Moon.  Since both of You were on all fours, the hair,
though short, fell all over the lotus-like faces that were bent down. The soles of
the feet, which had the marks of the flag, diamond, spear, lotus and the like and
were red like lotus flowers, were clearly visible to all. Since the hands were
pressed against the floor, the armlets had got loosened from the arms and had
come to rest on the wrists. The marks caused thereby lent a special loveliness
to the hands. Innumerable were the visitors who came daily to the Nanda home
to look at You two shining thus, and experience unprecedented joy. You two
captivated the hearts of all such persons.”
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BERGIT %rs'ajqu With reference to the derivation of words from roots, “ferifa
W E) %Pﬁ” the expression can also be taken to mean that the persons who,
in spite of bemg extremely busy with their work, had come with the intention of
having a quick glance at the Lord and going away, the moment they saw the
Lord’s captivating frolics, stayed back rooted to the spot with their minds
strongly attracted towards Him, forgetting all other activities!

D4553 SR S Sigeh-THSTE
foufy FarmR AR saw |
iR ISat s
forfirar 1 fagum g arRa 11311

Anusarati Janaughé Kautuka-vyakulaksé
Kimapi Krtaninadam Vyahasantau Dravantau.
Valitavadanapadmam Prsthatd Dattadrsti
Kimiva Na Vidadhathé Kautukam Vasuaéva..S..

AT~ T ARRT | SHM RIqh-AFOIE  HAM -G SR (Jh),
(formf FafmTs) ==t Sawit aied-aa--u% g8d: I0-281 fhHa B
7 forgum 11311

Meaning:

%f argsd | S99 | “O Vaasudeva! When the people (of Gokulam),

W—W@[ with eyes full of eagerness,

o

|c|r,1-|ﬁ4 %—rﬂ-ﬂc} (and) making some sounds,

aqgm'f\a (‘H‘FF[) were following you two (to catch you),

e ﬁﬂ‘m" T faeury | what charm did You two not radiate

(i\ohqfq @q-ﬁ-ﬂc}) making some sounds (and)

Alad—dl gl | laughing aloud and running on all fours

a‘%)?r—?ﬁ:r-tﬁ'r with lotus-like faces turned back (and)

ﬁ—?@?f Jd: | | casting a look backwards!”

Commentary D45S3
“0 Lord! You are, in fact, Vasudeva’s son. Even so, it was the fortune of the
residents of Gokulam to witness Your childhood frolics and experience supreme

' Here, by the Kakakshi Nyaya (a rule whereby a phrase or word may serve two purposes though used
once in the text, just like the proverbial single eye-ball of the crow serving both eyes, it is proper to
logically connect the phrase “feAfy Farmg ” to both places though in the text it figures only once.
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joy. When the two of You were moving about on all fours, engaged in all frolics, it
was indeed a sight worth seeing. The Gopas and Gopikas of Gokulam, intent upon
watching You two with rapt attention, did not even care to bat their eyelids, with
the result that their eyes got filled with tears, and minds with ecstatic delight. In
this state, they began to come after You two, making sounds like ‘come running, |
caught you’ and the like. You two, making indistinct and loud but sweet sounds
and laughing loudly in excitement, moved away quickly without letting them catch
You. After going a short distance, You looked back as though to signify that they
could not catch You or out of curiosity to see whether they were still following You
or out of good fun, or out of compassion born out of the thought that You had
disappointed those devotees and cast compassionate glances at them.  What
delight or charm did You two not present to the people of Gokulam (residents of
Vraja) in this manner?”

The poet describes the playful activities of the Lord when He started walking:

D4554 S Aot foa-aget
fafar gffiRus: aftad s=me
AR ST | T
eIy ufiwst sreat giradt T 1% 11

Drutagatisu Patantavutthitau Liptaparikau

Divi Munibhiraparikaih Sasmitam Vandyamanau.

Drutamatha Jananibhyam Sanukampam Grhitau
Muhurapi Parirabdhau Dragyuvam Cumbitau Ca..4....

3SR~ AT gA-TIAY udar fon-ugent St far stager: gRhT: afeed
TEME AT g ST TEHT TR gg: MU uRRedt S gftear =
Meaning: 11 11

‘ﬂa:[ gq=ar g?[—ﬂ'%l‘lg “You two who were falling down while running,

Eﬁ?ﬁ %H—q%ﬁ and getting up with bodies smeared with mud,

J~THM I af@qd were being saluted with gentle smiles

am@ﬁ?: H&I’F’-‘l: HE by the great and blemishless sages in the heavens.

31 (eiqi) g’a JJg'\k-u Then, You two were quickly picked up

Hl'jfh“i ST s | with compassion by Your mothers, embraced

Tg: M, E\lﬁ_@lﬁ} ST = | | repeatedly and kissed rapidly too!”

Commentary D4554
“O Lord! When You two were trying to run fast and play around, it was but
natural that You were frequently falling down, the legs not having yet become
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firm, and then getting up with bodies smeared with mud all over. Meanwhile, a
host of great and blemishless (pure) sages had assembled in the heavens eager to
witness Your exceedingly pleasing boyish pranks, and with great happiness, paid
obeisance to You two with smiling faces. Rohini and Yasoda hastened with
compassion and picked You two up when You fell down while toddling, repeatedly
embraced You and kissed You all over ! ”

The Lord was only playing out a role appropriate for humans by His actions of
falling down and the like, out of sheer compassion, with the thought that Nanda
and other devotees, residents of Gokulam, should be afforded an opportunity to
serve Him in all ways and thereby become grateful. Otherwise, falls and contact
with mud will never happen to the imperishable Lord. These and other thoughts
were apparently the cause for the gentle smiles of the great sages.

The next sloka describes how wonderfully fortunate Yasoda was!

D4555 HA-FI-TAGH gRA<A T
TS-ATT J2ET TTIRT -G |
FIS-TM A TU-FHEGH
Q-G T& aled T Seq |14 1|

Snuta-kuca-bharam-ariké Dharayant/ Bhavantam
Tarala-mati Yasoda Stanyada Dhanya-dhanya.
Kapata-pasupa Madhyé Mugadha-hasarikuram Té
Dasana-mukula-hrdyam Viksya Vaktram Jaharsa..5..

3Y:- TR A FA-FANR A= 3TEh TRI= WA8T J2NET G- |

T FUS-TIM | e -G S9F-UFo-g8 o g ated (M) Sed | 1y ||

Meaning:

TIMT dicr J_||(\(-| “Yasoda with unsteady mind (owing to extreme affection)

Qﬁ—w and with (her) heavy breasts oozing milk,

gI-4T | was verily fortunate among the fortunate ones,

TR el 3TEh | to have placed You on her lap

TI=IaT | | and breast-fed (You).

% W—W! O delusive cowherd boy!

1:['%2} Bﬁa?:r ﬁ I | In between (the feeding), seeing Your (divine) face

HTY-BTETSE | with a captivating smile,

W—Wgﬁi and very beautiful with teeth like jasmine buds,

(FT) SEY | | (she) rejoiced, (indeed)!”
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Commentary D45S55

“0O Lord! Seeing You fall down in the midst of running, playing etc., Yasoda’s
mind lost courage and became perturbed. Overflowing with limitless affection,
her breasts started oozing milk. She picked You up quickly, placed You on her lap
and started nursing You.  Who else in the world is as lucky as that Yasoda who
had the good fortune to keep You, the all-pervading One, on her lap and feed You
at her breasts? O Lord! You are truly not just a ‘Gopala-bala’ or the cowherd boy
You appear to be! Assuming the robes of a ‘Maya-manusha’ , the delusive
human form and showering Your blessings on her, nay, conferring on her, the
unique privilege of nursing You, You made Yasoda one of the extremely
blessed souls in the Universe! While sucking her breasts, Your tender lips
opened out, exhibiting the small cavity of your cute little mouth with a
bewitching smile, revealing rows of sprouting teeth, immersing Yasoda in an
ocean of ecstasy. Who in the world can match her good fortune ?”

Next comes the description of the Lord’s play when He was a little older:

D4556 TG TRUERI R: AHART
ﬁmaﬁg@mwwaﬁl
- - TSTO] AHhIEHTe

FHNY FATRTIREINATS o | 1§11

Tadanu Carapacdri Darakaih Sakam-arat
Nilaya-tatisu Khélan Bala-capalya-$all.
Bhavana-Suka-bidalan Vatsakamscanuadhavan
Kathamapi Krtahasairgopakairvarito 'bhuh..6..

3T o:-T5+] TROER! () TR Wih 3N Hoadidy To- SIo- s
o o
HI-2[HITSGH THR = IFTHTeH FAa: TMUh: HAAYT AN 3T: | 1§ 1|

Meaning:

SEG T—I{'O‘lﬂ]‘ﬁ “Thereafter, having begun to move on Your feet,

(T) @& |reh SReh: | You, whilst playing with other boys

R i\ﬂ@q-drdli in the neighbouring (Gopa) houses,

®||())-‘c{|h|c&|-()||q’;\| W (and) with boyish pranks, running after

‘l-lolvﬁ—quv—rqsmbh-L ERSEIE ) the domestic parrots, cats and calves,

3?‘11\ : 6|TF{F[: W'J:rfcr were restrained somehow

Tqeh: Shelaiy: | by the Gopas who were laughing (profusely).”

Commentary D4556

Crossing the stage of toddling and falling down from time to time (as described
earlier), the Lord started running about and playing with other Gopa boys. It
became habitual for the Lord to go to neighbouring houses and play with boys of
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his age. It used to be a common sight that the domestic parrots, pet cats, young
calves and like animals were chased and run after as part of impulsive frolics
common to children. All such mischievous actions of the Lord and other boys
evoked peals of laughter from the Gopas and Gopikas. Even so, they did not
have the mind to restrain Him in any of these activities. But whenever they
apprehended danger to His safety, they, half-heartedly and with lot of mental
constraint, attempted to restrain Him from His pranks.

From these, one can imagine the intensity of love and affection the Gopas
and Gopikas had towards the Lord, which later developed into unstinted
devotion, and the thrill of enjoying the wonderful diverse sports the Lord got
engaged in.

On seeing the Lord’s frolics, the Gopikas were overwhelmed with joy, and at the
same time, distressed over their own condition:

D4557 THR-Tiedwd I I
faemr-ufaa-aam: o T me: |
famfea-Te-am: ToegameT-ya:
R GG A a1 19 1|

Haladhara-sahitastvam Yatra Yatropayato
Vivasa-patita-nétrah Tatra Tatraiva Gopyah.
Vigalita-grha-krtyah Vismrtapatya-bhrtyah
Murahara Muhuratyantakula Nityam-asan..7

;- & YREX | EHR-ied: & I I SA: oF o Ud Mo: foesr-ufad-

=3 Torioa-T8 - fomgdud-yan: Fe 45 sagor: 38 (e 1.
Meaning:

T T | | “O slayer of Mural

IT I o 39T | Wherever You went playing,

THYL-Fied: o dF | accompanied by Balarama, verily in those places,

e M Taemafda-s: | the Gopikas, overwhelmed, with their eyes drooping,

fq4|?®d_446<3,¢q|; with household chores neglected, and

i\q{qﬂdm(-q‘zj(-qk {9 | with children and servants forgotten, day after day,

Hg: 3T 3TH<DA: | again and again, became extremely distressed.”

Commentary D4557

“O Lord! Destroyer of Mura, the demon armed with a rope!” The word ‘HU
(Mura) also means the sin which binds the Jiva with the rope of Samsara. The one
who destroys that sin is termed as ‘@Y’ (Murahara). It was, indeed, only with
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intent to destroy the sins and the delusions of the Gopikas, His ardent devotees,
and lead them to the path of salvation, that the Lord infatuated them with His
divine sports, diverted their minds from other matters, attracted them and
merged their minds with Himself. This is further explained thus: “O Lord! In
whichever places You, in Balarama’s company, showed childish pranks, played
and ran about, in all those places fell the eyes of the Gopikas. Their gaze did not
fall on anything else for, their eyes never had any freedom. Even if by chance
they were engaged in their tasks without thinking of seeing Your sports, You
forcibly distracted them from those tasks and captivated them with Your pranks
which were no short of enthralling the whole world! Then, how could their eyes
which were not under their own control fall on anything else but You? Thus, their
eyes focussed on nothing else, they kept on watching Your sports. On account of
that, their household duties came to be neglected. Why say more? They forgot
their husbands, why, even their own children. They did not even see whether
their servants were performing their tasks properly, something that was routine.
Though they were well-conscious that such neglect was not right, they did not
perform any of those duties. Why blame them? ”

It was a matter of great sorrow for them if they missed viewing the Lord’s sports
even for a moment. At the same time, they were not totally detached from their
other duties also. With the passing of each day, their minds became more and
more agitated and distressed * due to conscious neglect of their own duties on
one side, and irresistible attraction towards the Lord on the other. They were
overcome by an inexplicable mixture of emotions. This state of mind is called

Eager to get rewards like milk and butter from the young Gopikas, it is said that
the Lord even performed dance and the like!

D4558 BIGECRECRICRIIREaEH IS
FHUSHITE S BT T |
FE ool IR | 1< ||

Pratinava-navanitam Gopika-dattam-icchan
Kala-padam-upagayan Komalam Kvapi Nrtyan.
Sadaya-yuvatilokairarpitarm Sarpirasnan

Kvacana Nava-vipakvam Dugdham-apyapibastvam..8..

2 The word <Pl has been differently interpreted by different commentators, giving the

meaning of “overwhelmed with excitement”, “fascinated” etc., on seeing the pranks of the Lord.
The “Bhaktaranjini” Malayalam commentary on which this English version is based, gives the
impression that the Gopis were consciously aware of the fact that they were neglecting their
families watching the childish pranks of the Lord, but the attraction towards the Lord was so strong
that they were helpless with respect to their families, and were, on this account, nonplussed and
filled with anguish.

—————————————————— | gEFEY e EHfawet =R |-------------- | HH AT T AR | |--====--======--
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3E:- @ MR- AHa-AoHId 395+ Fous ST 1Y HIHSG o
RI-aATd-Bloh: ST A0: 3 & "9-1d9eh 78 3T ST | 1< 1|

Meaning:

Il BT Uiaaa-Ta-1d | “You, desiring (to eat) fresh butter

MiYerT-a< | offered by the Gopikas,

SRUIREE HobUe | (were) singing songs with indistinct but sweet words;

o hd . o .
B hHS JI | sometimes, dancing most charmingly,

AT ﬂ'ﬁf{aﬁﬁﬁ (were) eating the ghee offered

Hw-gonhd—(’)lor): by the compassionate young Gopika women,

g Mg 37fus: | and on some occasions, even drank

ECIELED g7 | | freshly boiled milk ! ”

Commentary D4558

“O Lord! It became impossible for the Gopikas to pass even a single day without
seeing Your exceedingly captivating sports. That was how You had captivated
their minds. Their craze for seeing Your play only increased day by day. They
became so very eager to make You play, that they were willing to give you
anything in return. At that time You, too, became so very eager to get from
them as reward fresh butter and freshly boiled and concentrated milk. You used
to be persistent in Your demand for these items and would agree to play only on
their promising to give them to You. You sang songs with indistinct but sweet
sounds, and at times, danced most charmingly. Seeing You thus sing and dance,
and thinking that ‘for the sake of a little milk and butter, the lad had exerted
himself so much that sweat has broken out on his tender body’, those young
women were moved by compassion and rewarded You with ghee, fresh butter and
concentrated boiled milk. And You too, happily received and consumed them.”

“shopds” means: while dancing with feet to the rhythm of the song, the anklets
adorning the Lord’s divine feet sounded indistinct but sweet. “@4” : By this
word, it is hinted that the reward for singing was different.

“TITaE gT%T 3" since there was good profit to be gained by making curds,
buttermilk, butter etc from milk, the Gopikas were averse to (restrained in)
giving away milk. As for the Lord, due to his excessive fondness for milk, He was
eager to get it from them even if it meant indulging in such frolics as would
delight the Gopikas and induce them to part with it. The explanation that butter
was the reward for song and milk for dance is also interesting.

When the Lord grew a little older, He started stealing milk products. The poet
explains the probable reasons for this action in the next sloka.
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D4559 I GG dieiie A SITaHRdl
T TRISHIRCE A9 Fa |
3o fafemfe: & 39 asw At
IY-ga-Hee&d Ao AR | 1R 1|

Mama Khalu Baligéhé Yacanam Jatamastam
lha Punarabalanamagrato Naiva Kurve.

Iti Vihitamatih Kim Déva Santyajya Yacnam
Daadhighrtamaharastvam Carupa Corapéna..9..

;- HH FA(STe Ira ST | (T‘lﬁ) A& GG | 38 T ATSHT 3 ()
T FA| § 39| & I [Afed-Aia: ok aresl g areu IR0 Je-ga
X2 IR

Meaning:

T (E[V] STId | “ ‘Begging indeed became necessary

aq aﬁo’ﬁ%ﬂ for me (once), in the house of Bali (the strong).

&l () | | So be it!

I 58 @ T Tg () | But here, | will never do it

3TUA: 3TsIGMI | | in front of the women (the weaker sex).’

& gf‘a fafeaqafa: | Was it with such determination that

2 o9 | o G Iresli | O Lord! You, forsaking begging,

IR0 B a‘ﬁa‘gﬁ charmingly removed curds and ghee

=T | | by the act of thieving ? ”

Commentary D4559

Thereafter, the Lord attempted to steal curd, ghee, and the like, resorting to
wonderful and variegated strategies entering Gopa households when the residents
were away. This sloka removes doubts why the Lord resorted to stealing curds
etc., when, as described earlier, the Gopikas were more than willing to offer
them to Him as much as He desired, on His singing, dancing or entreating. Some
might wonder what was the objection to begging for milk, butter and the like
from the Gopikas, considering that the Lord, in the form of Vamana, did go to
Mahabali’s house once upon a time and beg. Vamana was only a partial
incarnation. The object begged for? The entire three worlds. And that, too,
before a mighty emperor (Mahabali). Not only that, that act of begging was not
for His personal benefit. That was only a ploy, only for the sake of the prosperity
of His devotees, the residents of the three worlds. There is nothing wrong in
approaching a great man and begging for valuable goods for helping the world, as
a humble person. However that is not so in the present situation. It is not meet




604 NARAYANEEYAM: BHAKTARANJINI COMMENTARY DASAKAM 45

to beg when He has incarnated with all the attributes of the Supreme Being. It is
possible that the Lord resorted to stealing, thinking that nothing was more
unbecoming than begging for trifling things for His own use, and that, too, from
women (3TS@MI). The word “JTEUT ” removes any doubt whether it is not against
moral precepts to start stealing, being reluctant to beg. It is natural for the
owner of any article to feel angry or sad when it is stolen. The implication is that,
even so, the act of stealing by the Lord in the form of a darling child, being done
in a manner the reminiscences of which would give only unlimited joy to the
owner (of the stolen goods), would only be more appealing to the mind and
captivating it too! The fact remains that the Lord did steal curds etc., only with

a view to bless the Gopikas, His devotees. His effort was to see that their
minds, without being diverted to other matters, would get focussed on Him, the
Supreme Being, whatever be the means. In the beginning, the Lord, by His

childish sports, forcibly captivated their hearts. Since that age was past, that
was no longer possible now. Further, the time had not come to infatuate the
Gopikas with Rasa-kreeda. It was for these reasons that the Lord resorted to
stealing curds and the like, their own produce, from the Gopikas so that they
might always remember Him. They got opportunity to remember God in their
waking and sleeping hours because of their singleness of thought as to when the
Lord would steal ghee, milk, and the like and topple over and break the pots
despite all safeguards. But He was always one step ahead of them. Thus the
Lord, by His sports appropriate to each age, made the minds of the very fortunate
Gopikas firmly planted in Him and Him alone. Finally, when He saw that their
love had reached its zenith, He threw them into the ordeal of separation. Due to
practice of the Yoga of Separation (Viraha-yoga ), the Gopikas acquired complete
renunciation of the world itself. And their minds, becoming free from blemishes,
were rooted in devotion to the Lord. When the minds of the Gopikas turned to the
devotional path and when they were spending their time as ardent devotees of
the Lord, the Lord Himself appeared before them at the time of Solar Eclipse in
Samanta Panchaka and dispelled their sorrow of separation, by teaching them the
realisation of the Truth that He Himself, of the nature of Supreme Consciousness-
Bliss, was their own Innermost Self and blessed them with “Jivan-mukti ” the
state of Supreme Bliss, even when alive.

It should be explained as befits the occasion that the Lord, by playing the role of
a boy, a thief, an enemy, a friend and a lover, led innumerable devotees to the
disciplines of affection, fear, hatred, friendship and passion and granted them
salvation. The next sloka describes the charming manner in which the Lord stole
curds, ghee etc., from the houses of the Gopikas.

D45510 9 JY-ga-a =-I1-SHH
31T Big ST ATaehTet =1 2 |
TR e eu-famet =
T T AT WA ARG | 120 11
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Tava Dadhi-ghrta-mosé Ghosa-yosa-jananam
Abhajata Hrdi Roso Navakasam Na Sokah.
Hraayam-api Musitva Harsa-sindhau Nyadhastvam
Sa Mama Samaya Rogan Vatagéhadhinatha... 10..

;- T JY-FA-HY HIT-II-SHH gls U STERRT 7 3T | 3Meh: 7 |
= g AU v guieEl =en | g aneneg | ® (@) 9O
AHT | R0 ||

Meaning:

REI aﬁ‘-:—g?r-iﬂﬁ “In the matter of Your stealing curds, ghee, etc.,

ﬂ'lS[; T 39T 37T | anger did not find any place,

T 3Meh: e | nor did sadness, in the hearts

MY-JIS[-ST | | of the women of Gokulam.

Il Jifqm| 3TFE{ gqei You, having stolen even their hearts,

=JT: 89-fa=4t | | immersed them in the ocean of happiness.

g, ITRIET, | O Lord of Guruvayoor!

Q:[:(c_of) g ﬁ'lTlT-r\er&H May You, of such nature, cure my diseases.”

Commentary D45510

“The main means of livelihood of Gopi women is trade in milk and its products.
Those constitute their entire wealth. It is also their responsibility to take care of
their goods, sell them for gain and attend to their families. They experience great
sorrow if that wealth is lost. It is normal to feel anger towards the thief, if his
identity is known and it is possible to take any action or prevent such theft.
Whether he is identified and punished or not, it is but natural that one feels sad
for the lost wealth. But here, though You did steal the sole wealth of the
Gopikas (curds, ghee and such), neither anger nor sorrow was felt in their
hearts. For, You stole even their hearts, the seat of such anger and sorrow.
Where was the question of sentiments like anger arising when, initially itself, the
Gopikas’ hearts (and only thereafter, their milk etc.,) were stolen and taken
away? You stole their hearts and immersed them in the ocean of happiness. It is
just not possible for a piece of wood that is immersed in water to catch fire.
Likewise, the fire of anger or sorrow just could not touch the Gopikas’ hearts that
lay immersed in the ocean of happiness. In fact, only supreme happiness was
felt by those devotees, blinded by love, due to Your theft of milk etc. O Lord of
Guruvayoor! You, by Your childish pranks like theft of milk etc., granted Supreme
Bliss to even those Gopi women who were not conscious of the fact that You, in
the form of Balagopala, were, in reality, the Supreme Being. And they were
ignorant of the Lord’s attributes too. So kind as You are, may You destroy quickly
the diseases afflicting me who am appealing to You being conscious of the fact
that You are the Supreme Being, and constantly serving You without any other
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refuge. May be | am not fortunate enough to be immersed in the ocean of
happiness like the Gopi women. However, may You bring about my deliverance
from afflictions in order to experience happiness in the form of Your worship.”

In some versions of the text of Narayaneeyam, the following two slokas also find
place as No. 11 and 12. It is surmised that these two slokas were not written by
Bhattatiri, but might possibly be later interpolations, for the following reasons:
Many commentators have not taken these into account, their style of composition
differs widely, the customary prayer of the poet that constitutes the end of the
dasakam has already been seen in the phrase “HH HI ﬁ"'l'l{ﬂ'lﬁﬁ%‘lﬁ‘ﬂﬂ ”in the
previous sloka, and devotees who recite Narayaneeyam daily do not recite them.
Even so, since they are related to the Lord, they are being explained here as part
of this Dasakam.

D45511 AEHSY oy o st 9 ad Ig:
AT T ARG~ MEAd-aet e |
ot 39 oM | T HEI 16 A W
ifaHvss-gRafaes-ag: Trm: foRTg-Fuang | 182 1 |

Sakhagre'tha Vidhum Vilokya Phalamityambam Ca Tatam Mubuh
Samprarthyatha Tada Tadiyavacasa Proksiptabahau Tvayi.
Citram Déva Sasi Sa Té Karamagat Kim Brimahé Sampatat-
Jyotirmandalapdaritakhilavapuh Pragah Virad-Rapatam..11..

IA:- Y A oy faoie % Id ot a9 Hg: 9uEned JAY age-
T @G witH-aret (|fa) 9&1 € 9| fost @ 3Rl @ e | R e

(@) FAq-SAT S S-IRAamae-a9; foRTg-&adi Urm: 1122 1
Meaning:

319 TgoteT ]%[Y—i “Thereafter, one day, seeing the moon

5|T@Tﬁ, ') Ef\ﬁ above a tree-branch, (taking it) to be a fruit

GoTeY 374 | and having entreated (Your) mother

AT I I Ag: | and then father, too, again and again,

It mferaeer (Ffd) | when You raised Your hand

gﬁ'&law dar | on their word, then,

2 29| &5 | | O Lord! What a wonder!

: 3130 W{F{\ﬁ Y | | that moon came to your hand!

% a}lﬁl What shall we say?

() GUad-STqHuES- | (You), with all parts of (Your) body filled with
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gRaTEa;

descending Jyothir-mandalas (Luminary objects)

It ié?@\-qaq?m:r\ | | attained the Virat-rupam (Cosmic form).”

Commentary D45511

“During that period, one day, You saw the full Moon up above a tree branch.
Taking it to be a fruit, You extended Your hands to get it and became insistent.
All her efforts to pacify You having failed, Your mother, Yasoda the innocent
woman, sent You to Your father. You were not satisfied with that. You were
insisting that You should get that fruit. At last without any other go, Nanda said
playfully, ‘Darling, | cannot reach that fruit, Why don’t you try ? You will
certainly be able to reach that fruit and pluck it’, and lifted You up. You, on Your
part, as though You were an innocent boy, raised Your hands high to reach that
fruit. And lo! What a wonder! The Moon which was shining high up in the sky
instantly came down to Your tiny hands. Not only that, all the heavenly luminary
bodies like the stars that were shining in the sky, came down and filled all parts
of Your body. To put it briefly, You attained the Virat-swarupam, the Cosmic
form.”

The entire Universe and all the luminary bodies included therein are described as
constituting the parts of the body of that Virat-Purusha. Since each such body
came to the respective organs or parts, Krishna, the boy, verily became the Virat
Purusha.

D45512. T Toh sasfafa wesm- v
TS SO TREST e |
I=-fo g s aifg L1 18R 1

Kim Kim Batédamiti Sambhrama-bha&jam-énam
Brahmarnavé Ksanam-amum Parimajya Tatam.
Mayam Punastanayamohamayim Vitanvan
Ananda-cinmaya Jaganmaya Pahi Rogat.. 12..

;- 9| T] 1ok Toh i qeymTSt o7 AT &0 SIvie UREsy g o
el At fadwem (1) | S | STAsra-a | IO U d1fe 112R 11
Meaning:

ISy T qg,“uiq “Immersing for a while in the Ocean of Brahmic Bliss,

34’13 g IEIH-975T | this (Your) father who was bewildered--

3‘%{ dd | ‘e.j‘q' % ?m" (and was) saying ‘Wonder! What is this? What!, etc.,’

T (3T9:) T | You did engage again,
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= pa <-|-|¢|—J-||~5J-|qﬁi | | Maya in the form of love for the son.

STHI | | O Lord, of the form of the Universe!

aﬂaﬁﬂ:ﬁ:{[ (c_or) g: | Embodiment of Supreme Bliss! May You, of such nature,

tlT% q:r ‘ﬁTlTEU protect this one (me) from ailments!”

Commentary D45512.

“When the Moon came down to Your hands, the luminary bodies in the sky came
down and filled each of Your body organs and suddenly You became of the Virat
form. Nandagopa, on seing this unexpected and wonderful event thought
‘Wonder! Wonder ! what is this ? Could this be some illusion of the demons?’ and
became bewildered. You removed those fears and bewilderment of Your father
and immersed him in the ocean of Supreme Bliss, the mark of Your real self. Due
to the true form of the Lord who had assumed the form of Virat, Nanda woke up
from the delusion. He forgot Gokulam, his people and even his son and gained
oneness with the Lord, being immersed in the intoxication of Supreme Bliss.
However, this state lasted only for a very short while. For, You quickly deployed
Maya in the form of filial love. The Moon and other heavenly bodies returned to
their respective positions and You assumed the state of Bala-gopala, as before.
Nanda did not have the least recollection of the Viswarupa (Universal Form) that
had been seen by him. He was again back to his own self, regaining the conscious
feeling as before that this was his darling son only. Overwhelmed by extreme
affection, Nanda smothered You with embraces, kisses and the like.“O Lord! You
of the Universal form, Embodiment of Supreme Bliss! Cure me of my ailments!”

Here also, the indication of concluding the dasakam with a prayer like « STT-HI
BliT ﬁ"'l'l?‘f\” is seen. The two words “E:le ” and “ T ” cannot be used logically as
qualifying the word “ @ ” in the first half of the verse. It has been explained
herein above with the joining of the words “T Llird ﬁ’ﬂﬂ ” Thus the defect in
poetry called “ TI4:” becomes clear. On the whole, these two slokas (11 and
12 ) do not seem to be authored by Bhattatiri.

THUS ENDS DASAKAM FORTY- FIVE ENTITLED
“BALAKREEDA--KRISHNA’S CHILDHOOD PRANKS”
OF SRIMANNARAYANEEYAM,

THE QUINTESSENCE OF
SRIMAD BHAGAVATA MAHAPURANAM
000000000




